CEIOCESEE e federal Health
Minister's decision torequire

politicisation of birthand the
furiwar between midwives and
doctors. This turfwar is
appallingtomebothasa
husband and father.
Thearguments forhome
birth and eriticism of IS
ignore the reality that women
who choose home births do
nothave theimmediate
support ofanaesthetists,
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Myfather, aretired general

surgeon, hastold me of his
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foetustosaveamotherin
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experience (“Weare on theright
track’, BExtra, The Sun-Herald,
Angust 16). I regularly travel from
Martin Place to Bondi Junction
between 5pmand 6pmon

ights and the carriages often
lsoklike they have been trashed.
There are torn and shredded
newspapers spilled waterand
other drinks, food scraps etc. The
improvements talked about seem
more theoretical, rather than
following through in practice.
KEVINCALLAGHAN
Bondi Junction

FLAWED LEADER

NICE try, Charles Waterstreet. Your
effort to prop up Malcolm Turnbull
iscommendable (“No-bull
warrior’, The Sun-Herald, August
16) butyou ve failed to mention a
few minor aspects of his character
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thathaveled to hisimpending
downfall. He's far too boof-headed
tobeacredible long-termleader, is
short on ethics after sensing an
opportunityto further his goals,
and cannotbe counted on to admit
to (and apologise for) his mistakes.
JOEPALAGY

Nelson Bay

DOUBLE STANDARDS

MY FAMILY recently experienced
events similar tolast week’s
“kidnapping” byafatherin
Kingsford, although oursinvolved
greater offences, criminality and
fear. A parent with psychiatric
problems and ahistory of violence
towards the children and spouse
broke into afamily member’s
home, bashed the grandmother
minding the children, causing
severe injuries, and ran off with

assistance promdedto solvelast
week’sincident-no media
barrage, no police manhunt, no
assault chargeslaid, and the cthd
wasnotreturned to the stable
patent as ordered by the Family
Court. The major differencein our
instance? The perpetrator wasa
woman. Apparently when women
take offwith the children, itisa
rescue. When aman does the
same to escape a violent
household, itiskidnapping.
NAME AND ADDRESS
SUPPLIED

LETTHE RIVERS RUN

KEVIN RUDD promised to fixthe
Murray-Darling river system.
Well, he will never have a better
chance. Buy that cotton farm in
Queensland, put the water in the
river system, bulldoze the cotton
fields and sell theland off to
farmers—but not to grow cotton.
Cottonneeds too much water.
BARRY SPAULDING

Cardiff

BUYER'S BURDEN

NSW MP Matt Brown called for the
State Government to make it
mandatory forauction vendorsto
provide pest and building reports
to prospective buyers (The Stn-
Herald, August16).
~ Asabuyer’s agentin Sydneyl
regularly see people who spend
hundreds if not thousands of
dollars on pest and building
inspections. Unfortunately the
price guide is often well below the
property’s true value, or a value the
vendorwould accept, thereby
misleading people into thinking
the propertyis in their price range.
Why should the buyers who are
misled bear the cost of these
reports? Maybe the selling agent
and/orthe vendorshould be
jointly responsible for these costs if
the reserve on auction day is higher
than the “marketed price guide”.
PATRICK BRIGHT
Meutral Bay
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